
A New National Transportation 
Policy for the 21st CenturyPolicy for the 21 Century



Gas Prices Energy Concerns

A Broke & Broken SystemChanging Demographics



Federal Transportation PolicyFederal Transportation Policy

$$➔ Federal transpo $$ about 25% of total
➔ Federal policy shapes local funding decisions
➔ Rules by which 18.3 cent/gallon gas tax is spent
➔ Federal Authorization Acts 

• Passed every 5-6 years by US Congress
• Creates federal transportation funding programs

Hi t i ll f d l id t t• Historically federal-aid state program



Federal Transportation SpendingFederal Transportation Spending

1991  ISTEA
1998 TEA-21

$155 Billion
$227 Billion1998 TEA 21

2005 SAFETEA
$227 Billion
$286 Billion

2011? New Bill $? Billion



The Money Problem



A broad, growing coalition 
T4America: A Broad, Growing , g
Coalition

B M 2008➔ Began May 2008

➔ 475 members include AARP, ATU, 
TWU, Teamsters, Good Jobs First, 
National Housing Conference, TEN, 
Policylink, NRDC, American Public 
H lth A i tiHealth Association

➔ 8 staffed states, partners in 40 
t tstates

➔ New Blueprint unveiled in May 2009 
id d f fprovides a roadmap for reform.



Transportation for America believes the 21stTransportation for America believes the 21
century requires a more complete 

transportation s stem one that is smartertransportation system—one that is smarter, 
safer, cleaner, and provides more mobility 

options for all Americans.



T4America Goals

A t bilit bl l i l CO2 & il

T4America Goals

➔ Accountability – measurable goals incl CO2 & oil
➔ Repair - Road, bridge and transit rehab & operations

Jobs Quality jobs & workforce development➔ Jobs - Quality jobs & workforce development
➔ Options – public transit, walkable communities, rail
➔ Access – for seniors, low-income and the disabled➔ Access for seniors, low income and the disabled
➔ Innovation – technology, mixed income TOD
➔ Influence - more local voices and local control



Where are the options?

What Are the Options?

M th 50% f d i

What Are the Options?

More than 50% of non-drivers 
age 65 and older stay home on 
any given day in part because 
th l k t t tithey lack transportation 
options.

53% of Americans have no53% of Americans have no 
access to public 
transportation.

60% of people believe we need 
more trains, light-rail, or dial-a-
ride services.



A broad, growing coalition 
2009 Fare Increases, Service & Staff ,

Reductions



A broad, growing coalition 
2009 Increases in Adult Cash 

Fare



Transportation and a 21st century economy
Transportation Costs Hit Low Income p

Families



Scenario: VMT +1.4%/yr, CAFE 55 
i 2030 F l 15% GHGmpg in 2030, Fuel: -15% GHG

VMT
(+1.4% / yr)

VMT/capita
+15%

CO2

1990
CO2 

Target CO2
14% < 1990 

g

S. Winkelman, CCAP. 2030: 55 mpg CAFE & -15% fuel GHG .



If VMT -10%/capita, (vs. 2005):
33% 1990 GHG i 203033% < 1990 GHG in 2030

VMT
(+0 4% / yr)(+0.4% / yr)

CO2 
Target

1990
VMT/capita

-10%

CO2
33% < 1990 

g

S. Winkelman, CCAP. 2030: 55 mpg CAFE & -15% fuel GHG .







EPI report on T4 job creation p j
benefits







C itt th t ill th T billCommittees that will author new T-bill

➔ House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee (T&I)
➔ Senate Environment & Public Works Committee (EPW)
➔ Senate Banking Committee (transit title only)



House T Bill
➔ $250B for six years

➔ “Doing More with Less”

➔ Questions about whether transit maintains 20% share

➔ Markup in April

Flickr user:  starquake



Senate T BillSenate T Bill

➔ Safety

➔ Asset Management

➔ Freight

➔ Metro Mobility➔ Metro Mobility

➔ High Speed Rail?

Markup in May➔ Markup in May



FEDERAL TAX INCREASESFEDERAL TAX INCREASES

YEAR AMOUNTYEAR AMOUNT

1982 4 cents hwys 1 cent transit1982 4 cents hwys, 1 cent transit

1990 2.5 cents HTF
2.5 cents deficit reduction

1993 4 3 cents deficit reduction1993 4.3 cents deficit reduction
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Nearly everyone agrees that transportation 
f nding decisions are politicall dri en

“As I read each one, please tell me whether you agree or disagree with that 
particular statement. Transportation infrastructure funding decisions are 

based more on politics than on need ”

funding decisions are politically driven.

based more on politics than on need.”

Total Agree
85%

Key Sub-Groups Strongly 
Agree 

Men 62%62% Men 62%
Women 62%
Urban Residents 58%
Suburbanites 67%

62% 
Strongly 

Agree

Suburbanites 67%
Rural Residents 54%
Car Commuters 60%
Non Car Commuters 55%

Total 
Disagree 

13% Non-Car Commuters 55%
Do NOT Commute 65%Don't Know 2%



By a significant margin, Americans say safer 
streets sho ld be the primar objecti e ofstreets should be the primary objective of 

increased infrastructure investment. 

56%

31%16%

Safer streets for our 
communities and children

More transportation options

First Choice – 42%

27%8%

p p

Less money spent out-of-
pocket on transportation

22%

20%

10%

7%

A faster commute to/from work

Less time spent in the car

19%

%

9%

p

High speed inter-city travel

9%4% Ranked by % 
Combined ChoiceMore predictable travel times



There is a strong sense that the nation and their 
community would benefit from improved public

Transportation Statements

community would benefit from improved public 
transportation.

Transportation Statements

My Community United States

Strongly 
Agree

Strongly 
AgreeAgree

43%

Strongly 
Disagree

g
56%

18%
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Source: © 2009 GasBuddy.com
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Source: Consumer Watchdog (oilwatchdog.org)







Work with Us!Work with Us!

Join us at t4america.org
info@t4america.org

Flickr user:  tallkev


